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Marcos Reported to Offer Pledges '
On Political and Military Changes

J - By BILL KELLER
Special to The New York Times

| WASHINGTON, Oct. 22 — Semator ‘Aware of the Insurgency’ o | Marcos sentiment and the need for eco-
( ll:anl Lunltguid wdlyh‘thldt aPmidu:; ! “Essentially,” said the official, “it no‘n‘njc, military and poli'dcal changes.

poruih Aercan. cbservers e P | YA & ighly Getald report ot k| | e e Ll s pos oo by
relax his control over the Philippine military terms.” But White House officials said the

mnl::_‘? Axalt, who reported-to Preal- | The official said Mr. Laxalt had also f:’;ﬁé?‘”sp !loncmléagnnoumt‘been’“ fmerd
dent Reagan today on his infxmal dip- brought back a second report on what Marcos, only to show that the sense of
' Mr. Marcos described as improving |concern within the Adminstration had
economic trends. risen to the Oval Office.

*“‘pasitive steps’’ toward the Mr. Laxalt, a close friend of Presi. “‘The mission was a success in terms
and military initiatives urged by the i ;... Reagan, was sent to Manila to ex. «I){t Marcos : attention,’’ a White
Administration. | press the Administration’s growing |- ouse official said.

‘‘We now have a base line from which e Mr.

concern about deteriorating economic,
military and political trends in the
Philippines. )

In their four hours of meetings last |
Wednesday and Thursday, Mr. Laxalt |
said, Mr. Marcos ‘‘stated that the mili- |
some Administration officials had | tary is now being decentralized so that’
earlier told reporters, ‘‘there were no | ﬂetl;.ie dt.ﬁ:iquml be made there
hostile messages delivered part, | rather in Manila.”
andthommnog:jlicum of ur views | _ Philippine diplomats have indicated

future reforms can be assessed,’” said
Mr. Laxalt, a Nevada Republican.

;'.I" ':l‘l" 1 2Nerd g ave
1 S ying fighting {l surgents.
i and intelligence of- |

ve said the e_mili- |
corruption and de- |

ﬁ%mr-%n’ﬁ—rerr ng Trom Manila's
control. '

El Salvador Is Cited

;said, was the fact that Mr. Marcos had
indimtodthltheplamedwremw
Gen. Fabian C. Ver as head of the
armed forces if the general is acquitted
of involvement in the slaying of the op-
position leader Benigno S. Aquino Jr. A
verdict in the trial of General Ver and
25 other defendants is expected soon.
Mr. Laxalt reportedly warned Mr.
Marcos that a reinstatement of Gen-
eral Ver ““could easily become a flash
point for the Congress’® because of as-
sertions that the court is biased in favor
' of the general, a friend and relative of
| Mr. Marcos.
*  Mr. Marcos, the official said, re-
ported that “he had an honored com-
mitment’”’ to reinstate the general
“‘perhaps for a year or so’” but that he
‘‘would consider’’ Mr. Laxalt’s advice.

The offielal said Mr. Laxailt had
| brought Wack a long report from the
!P!unpplnemluurynmmngthatthe

ings said Mr. Laxalt had pointed out
that El Salvador had won a large meas-
ure of credibility when foreign observ-
ers were allowed at the presidential .
elections last year. :

According to the official, Mr. Marcos
acknowledged that “‘he had a credibil-
ity problem’” and volunteered to allow
news organizations and United States
officials at the local elections sched-
uled next year and the national elec-,
tions set for 1987,

An Administration official who said |
he had read cables from American dip- i
lomats in Manila about the Laxalt mis-
sion said the official messages painted |
a gloomier picture of the encounter.

The official said Mr. Marcos had lis-
tened without a sign of approval as Mr.
Laxalt- laid out the Administration’s
concern about the spreading insur-
gency of the Communist New People’s
! Army, the evidence of growing anti-
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